PRODUCTS & BOOKS

SHOP FRONT

Clive White finds some useful kit for caravanners
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PAST PRE-
LOADED

THE WORDS ‘vintage’ and ‘iPod’
wouldn’t normally be expected to
appear in the same sentence, but
Pastperfect.com has combined
the two by launching preloaded
iPods, removing the need for a
computer. The 8GB iPod Nanos
feature Pastperfect’s entire
catalogue of music, comprising
over 1000 classic tracks from the
1920s,’30s and '40s, providing
£637 worth of music for
£279.97. Digitally remastered
original recordings remove
imperfections, offering excellent
sound quality, and the Nano’s
large, bright screen displays
unique cover artwork. The iPod
can be connected to car, caravan
and home audio systems.
Portable speakers are also
available. See pastperfect.com or
call 01869 325 052.
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ARGUABLY THE neatest in-car
charging solution yet available,
Motormonkey from Powertraveller is
claimed to be the world’s smallest
in-car charger. It sits flush in the
cigar-lighter socket where it can be left,
only activating when a phone, iPod or
other gadget is plugged in and
automatically shuts down once

the device is charged. Supplied with
retractable lead and adapters for

most phones and portable accessories,
other adapters can be purchased.

£20 from powertraveller.com or call
01420542980.

WAXING LYRICAL

HEADING UP an innovative range of automotive cleaners,
Smartwax is “100% pure carnauba-based wax and polish,
enhanced by Non-Stick Protection and formulated using

Smartwax’s proprietary blend of fluorocarbon polymer resins

that give Smartwax the wet looking, long lasting depth of
shine and UV(40) protection that reduce fading, oxidation
and paint cracking.” For the full range of Smartwax
polishes, interior cleaners and accessories see
smartwax.net or call 01992 466481.

TAMING OF
THE SCREW

HERE'’S A different kind of multi
tool. The chunky Kelvin.23 hasa
flip-out, two-position magnetic
screwdriver shaft for use with its
16 bits stored in the handle. An
LED light, spirit level and tape
measure are included, together
with, unusually, ahammer. As
the tool is devoid of pliersitis
more comfortably shaped to fit
the hand for screw driving. It
feels tough, has proved
surprisingly useful and costs
£22.95 (plus delivery) from
firebox.com; or call
orderline 0844 922
1010.

ALITTLE LIGHT REIN
WHILE TODDLERS want their
independence, parents can retain
control with the simple Safety Strap
fitted to LittleLife’s Toddler Daysack
range. The strap has passed all safety
standards as a ‘rein’ to ensure utmost
security. Toddler Daysacks have an
adjustable chest strap to keep the
child securely and comfortably in
place, and the large zipped opening
gives easy access to the pack’s
contents. Available in a range of
colours and animal print designs, the
Toddler Runabout weighs 220g and
costs £12.99. All Animal Packs
(£14.99-£16.99; weight 230g)
include a weatherproof hood stored
neatly in a top pocket. For details and
stockists see littlelife.co.uk or call
01189811433.

STANDARD’S
GAUGE

ACCURATELY
VERIFYING a
caravan’s
coupling
download on the
towballisa
fundamentally
important
preparation for
safe towing. Milenco says its
Precision Calibrated Noseweight
Gauge is unique in meeting
BS7961, the applicable British
Standard, and claims accuracy to
within 2kg, even after 1000
compressions. The gauge is nicely
designed and sturdy, while its
easily read, clearly calibrated scale
measures to 130kg. A useful
storage bag is supplied. Available
from caravan accessory outlets for
around £30 or see milenco.com.

WALKER’S BRITAIN
INABOX

Duncan Petersen Publishing
ISBN 9781903301555

£11.99

As the wind howls around
your ears, you wrestle
with the now
saturated fold-out £8.99+
map. Putting a knee postage
on one corner and the
nearest available rock on

another, you fumble for the compass
around your neck and try to find your
bearings. Ifyou're a keen walker —and
alarge number of Caravan Club
members are —you'll recognise the

Offer price

MINI-THE TRUE AND
SECRET HISTORY OF
THE MAKING OF A
MOTOR CAR

Simon Garfield
Faber & Faber

ISBN 9780571248094
£16.99 hardback

I'll be very surprised if
this is the only Mini
book to appear in this
50th anniversary year
of the car. This one,
though, is rather different from the
usual marque histories and archive-
photo picture books.

It gathers together accounts and

£12.74+
postage

anecdotes from the people who made
| giving the reader a greater sense

the original Mini, from motor

COOL CANALS -SLOW
GETAWAYS AND
DIFFERENT DAYS
Phillippa Greenwood and
Martine O’Callaghan
Coolcanals Guides

ISBN 9780956069900
£14.99 paperback

While I’'m not for one
minute suggesting
you should desert the
caravan in favour of
the boat, Cool Canals
is a fascinating read. There are more
than 2000 miles of inland waterways
in Britain, most of which come with
ready-made footpaths or cycle tracks —

Offer price
£11.24+

postage

. engineer, Alex
© Moulton; and race-
| team ownerand
Offer price f

above scenario. A new
product from Duncan
Petersen Publishing
could be the answer —
abox of 50 cards,
each featuring a
detailed step-by-step
walk. The cards
traverse large areas

of England,

Scotland and Wales
—Number 1, for i
example, isentitled ===
Round the Lizard, while Number 50 is
the Loch Muick Circuit . \Walks are
graded ‘easy’, ‘moderate’ or
‘strenuous’, and information such as
total distance, estimated duration,

iconic car tuner,
John Cooper, through to the

+ production staff. Then, in similar
. vein, on to those who make the
' newMINI.

This approach provides that kind

of eye-witness insight that has
. become so popular in books about

people’s experiences in the wars,

perfect for days out
away from your
holiday site.
Phillippa Greenwood
and Martine
O’Callaghan have
brought the canal-
lover’s lifestyle to life
in this excellent
book, whichis
broken down into easily digestible
sections. From floating restaurants
and waterside pubs to fascinating,
child-friendly distractions such as
plastic duck racing and spooky tunnel
trips, the British canal really does
seem to have something for everyone.
Walkers will be interested in
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points of interest
and local places to
stay is also
included.

The beauty is
thatyou need only
take one card out
with you, handily
protected from the
elementsin the

transparent sleeve
provided. You should
take a compass and
large-scale map with
you inany case but Walker’s Britain
in a Boxtakes the stress out of
strolling and could give you some

new ideas too. JT

IN A G

manufacturing M | Nl of connection with

. supremo, William e events.

© Morris (Lord it My o ¢ B Inthe case of the
Nuffield); Mini Mini, rumours always

. designer, Alec abounded as to its

: Issigonis; design, manufacture
suspension and chaotic production

methods. Some of
the recollections
confirm, deny and
disillusion those

| perceptions, but none take away the

| factthat this simple steel box
became probably the most famous

. and best-loved car in the world. So

- much so that building on the original,
| it'sbeen possible to repeat the

| success to anew generation. How
many other auto icons have

' achieved that? CW

spectacular rambles
beside the likes of the
Monmouthshire and
Brecon Canal in south
Wales and Scotland’s
Caledonian Canal. There
is also information on
traffic-free cycling, and
the more adventurous can
find out about canoeing on
waterways.
Whether you're after an active day
out or just fancy a spot of
‘gongoozling’ (canal watching) from
the comfort of a waterside inn, Cool
Canalsis a charming, beautifully
illustrated introduction to life in the
slow lane. JT

TO ORDER THE BOOKS REVIEWED THIS MONTH AT EXCLUSIVE MEMBER OFFER PRICES
Visit caravanclub.co.uk/books or call 0845 241 5753

Postage costs £1.95 per order, with free delivery on orders over £20. For more great offers, visit
caravanclub.co.uk/books and choose from over one million titles online.
This month'’s offers expire on 22 August 2009.
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